THE   CHILDREN   OF   MOSUL

forming a halo round her head gave her an appear-
ance of a little cherub. I found out very soon that
this child had the beginnings of a terrible disease
in her, which, if attended to at once, might be cured,
but which neglected would mean certain and sure
death. I spoke to the mother about it, and implored
her to bring the child to the hospital for treatment;
but no, she would not listen; she simply shrugged
her shoulders and said, " Naseeb, al Allah. If the
child is to die, she will die; if it is written she is to
live, she will live," and nothing I could say would
induce her either to bring the child or to let us have
her to take care of; and I heard afterwards from a
neighbour that the mother wanted the little girlie to
die, so that she might be free to marry again, as no
man would take a wife who already was burdened
with two girls. Instances of this kind might be
multiplied by the hundred, showing how girl life is
neglected, under the blasphemous idea that it is
"naseeb."

As a rule it is not considered at all necessary to
send a Moslem girl to school, but quite lately the
Turkish authorities have opened some schools for
girls in Mosul, and have sent women teachers from
Constantinople, so this is a step in the right direc-
tion. I visited one of these schools, and was very
much struck by the happier looks of the girls com-
pared with the faces of the same girls in their own
homes, They are taught to read and write and, of
course, to recite the Koran. Also, we were shown
some very pretty pieces of silk embroidery which the
girls had just finished, and really some were quite
artistic and pretty. These schools are free, the
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